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Look Closer JUST LIKE A

great piece of poetry, Gina Litherland’s o i l

paintings merit slow, repeated study. The

reward for such close examination is great.

Sometimes the discoveries are easily dis-

cernable — two lovers in the grass, a possum

peering around a corner — and other times

they reveal themselves more slowly, like

when your eyes gradually become accus-

tomed to the light of a darkened room.

Gina says she enjoys the quietness of

winter because she finds more time to paint.

While the snow falls outside, Gina curls up

in her rural Cedarburg home with strong

coffee and brings her characters to life. “I

like to paint at home,” she says. “I like to

just walk in and work for 10 minutes or six

hours. And I’m a big reader so I like to be

near my library. ”

Her depth of knowledge gives her paint-

ings a strong narrative bend, with many

reflecting characters or storylines from fairy

tales and literature. And it’s no coincidence

that many of Gina’s works feature a red-

haired female that resembles the artist. “My

paintings are all about me, how I respond

to what I’m reading, or my life experiences,”

she says. “All of my deepest passions are in

my art.”

Gina employs a decalcomania technique,

in which paint is applied loosely, stamped

with plastic wrap, leaves or other materials,

and then reworked and painted over. Several

translucent layers of color are applied,

which gives her paintings a luminous qual-

ity with great depth and detail. The effect is

v e ry organic, resembling the floor of the

forest, faces or other natural forms. “I love

painting detail,” Gina says. “The beauty of

the world is in the details.”

Gina Litherland’s work is currently on dis-

play at Corbett vs. Dempsey gallery in

Chicago, and online at w w w. g l i t h e r l a n d . c o m .

See “Resources,” Page 69.
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